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The old phrase, “you are never too old to learn”, has been brought to life and given new meaning by the lesser-known
population of the Westside Chinese School. They blend in well, with the parents (they are parents, in fact), with the teachers, yet
they are nonetheless students-just like us. These six adults comprise of the Chinese School's first ever, adult class. Using 1,2,3
Chinese as their guideline to this “pictorial language”, they study Chinese using pinyin, dialogues, listening to Chinese music,
even downloading podcasts to further their study.

For some of them, learning Chinese is a way to connect with their child, “Chinese is a
window to culture” says mother and student Sarah Jacobus. For some of the other students,
Chinese is yet another language to master. For students Franco Rizzo and Maria Torres,
Chinese is their fifth and sixth language, respectively. Rizzo explained why he pursued Chinese
as his fifth language, “Chinese is beautiful, elegant, musical...it's a beauty that shouldn't be lost.”

All of the students coincided with
that and recalled the musicality and the
tones of Chinese, saying that sometimes
for fluent speakers of the language, the
splendor of it is overlooked. However
elegant it may sound to the ear, Chinese
still remains one of the most difficult
languages to learn. It's frustrating and .
complicated as there is no alphabet, e M T
merely thousands of characters. It is hard o e .. f
to practice; class is only held once a week. L P
“Learning Chinese is like jogging only i i
once a week, it's painful because you ; i 1
don't have the chance to keep practicing,” X > |
as Francis Maile asserted.

Learning
is FUN!

Despite all the obstacles of mastering such a complex language, none of them
back down. Instead, they face each of the challenges and rise up to them by recently
participating in both the Chinese New Year talent show and the speech contest to the
greatest avail. Some of them attend classes at Santa Monica College proving earnest
dedication. “It's a heart issue.” Maile (Francis) assured. Chinese has touched each of these
six students in miraculous ways and their perseverance and devotion should be honored by
the rest of us.

Extra Curricular Activity: Chinese Calligraphy Class
By Tiffany Yeh (64)

We would like to introduce a special extra curricular activity, Chinese calligraphy class. Our
current Chinese calligraphy teacher is Or. William Kung. His ancestor is Confucius, the Father of Great
Teachers. Thus, Or. Kung started learning Chinese calligraphy when fie was eight years old and he has
become a master at the art of Chinese calligraphy. Chinese calligraphy is now a very important part of his
life. Dr. Kung says, “Calligraphy is part of Chinese tradition and all Chinese must learn how to write

Chinese calligraphy. If you can do well in Chinese calligraphy, you will also do well in Chinese handwriting.
Writing Chinese calligraphy can make you be more patient. There are many advantages that can be gained
from writing Chinese calligraphy.”

Before Dr. Kung retired, he was a medical doctor in Taiwan. This is his second year teaching

Chinese calligraphy at Westside Chinese School. Dr. Kung wishes that parents will introduce Chinese
calligraphy to their Rids at home and encourage their Rids to learn it. Furthermore, he welcomes Rids to join
fiis classes at Chinese School.

Dr. Kung teaches a student in class.




WRMMBERPXEXEFPRERE  MEZRKPIERSHBEE
BE—FCHRERTLEARAFHOE T BEHEEAIR 2FA=
BRI o MMF-FPUK TsH NEFARESFPXE » DVD* VCD * CD * LA
40-50 BEXeHEEFH o BAF BEBRATHRLEERE B IF15
TEHA o HEHA —REBERESIKEROSEE - 2R » — A 85/
AR IERARBEREESE

REREHEAR "ABE" (RBRIEZ) X3HE » UAH
—HERLOHAEELRE S BEHRRFTFRBEHFEE - LIRERX
FevEER - BEREASETFABEESHE » GHFOR » FRKF
REKXRFRPEONXEFF - ALEEREEAR DVD* = RRFERT
EET LUK DVD RKRFUEHEHFIXAFT—R - BEREGHETHR
PXRE  RRAHEXE -

PREFHEHRUEBEZHERECEER R — LT DVD » thsh

FPRXBROREELETHEEL—LEERK - -BF - BERR TROMANE
BYERBE RIAAEM—AERSHAFIRE INIL » Aol EEZ S o
H&G—FHANETER MULEBEHRBTRIAARESERLR -

KPIBEEEILKEHBEE » DVD A CD #BRIREFHFEE) o FKM
FEEE 8 k&Ko E - DVD A CD 8 » AAEIEHREHFHM : &
PIIR K PIEHIXT—#% - BFEHBIIRETRES | | BEBRRIFZRRFAME
BEBE - R RIGRFEBEHBAOATS » ITUABEESHATR S o JRE
YR+ B RKPIRAE—RRBEER - ERERFTTRRIA—RK - #R
KPTRARLKAARBRERBE » TERAKMOHXRXEF » LEEEKPIESE
—UERBEBERER °

SENTASEAFER
65 P X EEIE

BEmEEAANRT Lo 128 BEAETIUAR—EEH - DVD —BEH - & DVDFE X
20 TIFE o NMBRZBIRET Ar5éh DVD *» HARKES LT £ 20 TIFE o R FixeFZrtédrdo » L€
o .oRFHTE -DVDACD* BXIFREEG » TNEBATBA S - EFE AR LES o

HREEFZREPIBEBET » REUF2EEPIARBE I DVD 6557 B » LLBHEPURBRES &4 o KT
SHPACEARBERRYT —ERR REFTBETHRPUF AR c KA LA » THRIZ - FELT HE

BHREIEE  —EATAXNTEHGOEEE !



Our School Library

By Elizabeth Yeh and Monica Choo (Credit Class)

I you ever have the urge to read a Chinese book or watch a Chinese movie then you should visit
our school library sometime. It is located across the girls’ bathroom downstairs. The room contains a
comfortable couch where the librarians lounge; a coffee table with some pencils, pens, and record cards;
and last, but not least, three cabinets each filled from top to bottom with books, DVDs, CDs, and more. It
may be a small room, but it houses about 800 books, 50-60 DVDs, VCDs, and CDs, and 40-50 cassettes
that are a bit “outdated” as Ms. Lin, the Library Director, put it. There are usually two librarians present
and they are always eager to greet their patrons. Most of these patrons are parents, but there are also
some children like the 1A class who go to the library regularly.

The most popular books that kids borrow are the Monkey King series and the books on the second
bookshelf which are children’s stories. They also like to borrow the new cartoons that the library has
recently started providing. There are a variety of books in the library and many different genres. Some
books are science fiction, some are historic novels, some books are translated from non-Chinese tales,
and some are stories for children. There are even books that come with DVDs so that when you are
finished reading the book you can watch the movie version of the story. This library is purely Chinese and
there is not a single book in English to be found.

The library acquires new items every year and this year it has some new
DVDs, a collection of books in simplified Chinese, and books such as riddles,
tongue twisters, and jokes. The library is able to get new items every year
because the school gives the library a constant amount of money so the
librarians are able to buy anything they think our students would like. There are
also many items that have been donated to the library by our own school
families. Usually, the librarians glance over the new incoming books first before
they can decide which books are suitable for which age group and which shelf
the books should organized into. Since the library is small and new things keep
our library director, Marty Lin coming in every year, the librarians periodically donate the old items to people
(R), and librarian, LindaWu (L).  who would like them.

The reason why our library is so special is because of its unique selection of books, DVDs, CDs,
etc. When we asked the librarians what their favorite book, DVD, or CD was in the library they replied that
they didn’'t have a favorite. “They are like our kids,” Ms. Lin told us. They just couldn’t single one out from
all the rest. The librarians hope that more people will come to the library since they don’t have many
patrons because not many people know about our school library. We are sorry to say that we are two of
these people who rarely step foot in the library, but we would like to change that. However, we have read
some of the books and watched some of the movies that our parents borrowed for us.

The library is open from 9am to 12pm every Saturday when there is Chinese school. You can
borrow books for two weeks and DVDs for one week. To borrow a DVD you must also deposit twenty
dollars beforehand, but your money will be refunded by the end of the school year if you have returned all
of the DVDs you borrowed. There is a late fee, but the librarians haven't strictly enforced that policy yet.
If you damage an item you will have to pay for it, but fortunately it hasn’t happened before. So, parents
and students, next time you have the chance whether it's before school, after school, or during breaks,
stop by the library to see what other interesting books and movies are available.

Ms. Lin and the other librarians strongly encourage people to donate items to the library. They
would also like to know what students are interested in reading and watching so the library will be able to
attract more visitors. A few of our older students have already made a request for something to their taste
and Ms. Lin is diligently looking into it. We hope more students, parents, and teachers visit the library that
Ms. Lin and the other librarians have worked hard to maintain and love.
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